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Abstract

The academic collaboration between law schools under the cooperation of
universities in regions of Thailand results from evaluating the inequality situations in
various areas. After reviewing legal problems and inequality situations, the findings
indicated that there are plenty of studies and research on different topics on legal issues:
for example, legal problems on natural resources and environmental management law,
the problem of economic inequality, inequality of state policies and its implementations
in a particular area. The studies that presented structural problems led to a question on
the role of law schools in developing their academic cooperation system to bring out
the potential of law schools and to initiate academic network at a university level in
order to lift each inequality issue to be the project that can tackle a structural problem
and legal concept based on the context of each region.

The aims of this research were set up to support research and innovation in
academic cooperation for society and community by developing academic cooperation
in order to establish new knowledge of each institution that meets the demands of each
area as well as developing the educational service system on research among law
schools in the regions.

Regarding the research progression, the results are:

1. Collaboration of “Law for Society Network” and development on
research and academic services of law schools

Cooperation on research and academic services was coined by law schools in
Thailand regions under the name, “Law for Society Network,” of 14 law schools for
exchanging knowledge, learning, and developing research projects altogether to answer
the social problems. Under this research project, the concrete network of “Law for
Society” emerged, which can be identified as follows:

1) The development on exchanging and sharing knowledge in lecturing between
Faculty of Law, Chiang Mai University and Prince of Songkla University when the lecturers
from both universities attended the online course for collaborated classes of law
students from both universities.

2) The achievement on encouraging the university's representatives to be
members of the “National Law Education Assembly” that the list of its sub-committees
was announced on 27 April 2021. On this list, the Deans of 7 law schools are the
members of the “Law for Society network” with the responsibility to set out a policy
for developing legal professionals and designing law school curriculums that strike a
balance between theory and practice for those who hold a law degree from being able

to work and solve community and social problems.
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3) The database on knowledge and skills that was prepared for lecturers of the
Law for Society Network, which shows area of legal expert of each lecturer in the
network as well as skills in other areas to be an entire database for collaboration and
development between lecturers with common skills or similar interests in providing
knowledge, developing research skill and launching academic service. Additionally, this
database will be worthwhile for the outsiders to get to know each lecturer's specific skill

when such skill is needed.

2. The development in cooperation with external organisations on research
and academic services

The Law for Society Network develops its cooperation with other organisations
to establish an association and participation requiring support and funding from sources
of research funds.

1) The development project on community justice and just society with
association to the National Health Commission Office (NHCO) and the Office of Justice
Affairs (OJA) funded research and academic services regarding enhancing equality and
eliminating inequality projects initiated by the universities participating with Law for
Society Network;

2) The development of the cooperation with the Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
Anthropology Centre in advancing an agreement on research and academic services
between Law for Society Network and the Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Anthropology
Centre in bootsing research questions or academic platforms in the consistency of legal
knowledge, anthropology, and other legal issues;

3) Development in collaboration with King Prajadhipok’s Institute for developing
research topic on the community rights issue and strengthening for community and,;

4) By launching academic platforms between Law for Society Network and Office
of Justice Affairs (OJA) in the 18th National Academic Conference under the title of
“Providing Justice in the New Age for the People” regarding the issue of the legal system

at the new age and natural resource and environmental management.

3. The pathway for developing Law and Society Network in the future
The movement of Law for Society Network in the future is planned as follows:

1) Developing research questions and process of academic services of Law for
Society Network in various issues that a member of the Network has raised to set out
the new knowledge, sharing knowledge and providing legal services to eliminate
inequality and to respond to the need of the society on commmon issues of the regions

as well as of national level: for example, the issues of natural resource management,
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ethnicity, inequality in the modern world, human rights, technology, and social well-
being to interact with dynamic of social problems with continuity and in time.

2) Collaboration on initiating a short course between Law for Society Network to
build legal knowledge for social and governmental organisations such as administrative
law, tax law, labour law, and local municipal law, including developing the courses that
meet the demands for solving social problems and advancing jointed curriculum with
the underline on skills and the way of learning outside the classroom for students.

3) Building the brand for Law for Society Network to address its purpose on
responsibility and accountability for society such as human rights, natural resources, and
ethnicity to construct “identity” and clarity of Law for Society Network’s processing and
publishing academic paper to society that will coin the problem base, in the issued
based and the area based while expanding the network community from the current
one.

4) Encouraging the lecturer from Law for Society Network to join research projects
and academic services to create new knowledge among lecturers and develop
education among students that will enhance the efficiency of Thai legal institutions.

5) Initiating cooperation to apply for research funding with the resource center
so-called Program Management Unit (PMU), an essential mechanism in financial
management for Thailand Science Research and Innovation (TSRI), and other

associations.





