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Abstract

The project of “justice system for reducing inequality” has been developed from
foundation question of the Thai Research Fund (hereafter TRF) -- the institution
constantly encouraging research and studies for a long time, especially the institution
engaging communities in applying research and using it as a method to tackle problems
or lift up communities’ duties to be in the systematic development level. This research
supports the communities to reach these aims and provides some solution to pave the
way to sort out fundamental national problems of Thai society that have deeply rooted

and become more severe.

The main question of this research draws upon a hypothesis that legal system
and justice system are the causes and solutions for the problem of inequality. In other
words, “what should the justice system that could reduce social inequality be?”
accompanying with sub-questions aiming to delineate state of problems/ emergence of
inequality caused by the justice system with regard to connections between factors,

conditions and mechanism under legal system and justice system themselves.

Regarding great works of literature that have been reviewed and categorized to
investigate and weigh their contents, there are a number of studies, conferences, journals
that involve those research questions and present different routes to convey the
solutions from different perspectives. For example, in making a concrete solution, the
answer is likely to be in a different form from the perspective of finding the causes, the
structure of the problem, and its processes. It also differs from an aspect of evaluation
on an efficiency of the government's policies in tackling problems in which many
institutions have been involved with the concrete policy provided, and numerous plans
in national and ministry levels and the solution for the problem would be presented in
another way. All of the research questions roughly mentioned before are questions that
the project of "legal system for reducing inequality" has set up to criticize, design and

finding the answers.
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According to literature reviews that were gathered to find a coherence between
inequality and legal system and justice system, there are three main steps within the
conceptual framework as follows: 1. synthesis of idea and concept; 2. synthesis of

process level; and 3. synthesis of practice.

According to analysis and synthesis levels of idea and concepts of equality and
justice in legal system regarding inequality, the research found that under the umbrella
of "inequality”, there are a number of studies that cover various dimensions, particularly,
in economics and society; however, in politics and legal studies also have limits. By
applying the concepts of universal justice to analysis, there is a gap between reality and
idealism in the system and procedure as a universal idea of legal concept has been
developed from justice system based on public authorities (legislative, administrative
and judicial powers) that construct digested knowledge and collective consciousness of
society. Loopholes in different dimensions of the legal system and justice system are
factors that intensify other factors in economics, politics and culture and perpetuate

causes and outcomes of inequality that still exist in society.

Another significant gap is a gap emerging between knowledges, especially in
internal knowledge within legal system and justice system based upon phenomenon of
“inequality” and the lacks of knowledge on justice in Thai society being in a stage of a
high demand for additional knowledge and innovation that could be added into legal
system and justice system embedding themselves with “professional knowledge” and
legal text. Regarding a gap between knowledge, justice matters therefore mostly are
limited to the problem caused by justice system and can be divided into three groups
as follows: 1. the subject matter of various problem of judicial system; 2. the subject
matters relating to rights and incapacity of access to right to justice system; 3. the tasks
on victims of justice system and effects of miscarrying of justice system; and 4. burdens
on outlook and justice reformation. These categories are able to reflect justice system
and inequality in a very narrow way comparing to other areas of different disciplines.

Thus, legal system and justice system are still lack of bundles of knowledge.

The lacks of knowledge and misunderstanding mentioned above are the
consequences of short-lived and unsystematic studies of legal and justice system, that
would help to understand and monitor the circumstances between justice system and

every aspect (such as civil law, criminal law, administrative law, environment, and human
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rights), accompanying with absence of the effective assessment that should lead to
increase or reduce inequality in various aspects (for instance, it should not only focus
on economic aspect but also include social inequality, inequality in humanity, inequality
in social welfare, and inequality in culture.). Therefore, to fill out the gaps, it is essential
to generate systematic studies of legal system and justice system in academic aspect
and practice to solve problem of inequality rooting in the systems, social structure,
economy, politics, culture, environment, and technology by making spaces of legal
system and justice system for building process of "people research" that will be recruited
people to the practice level to produce knowledge and transform the use of power
from "exclusive legal process" to "inclusive legal process". This will consequently create
the development of well-rounded systematic database regarding inequality and legal
system as well as justice system and lift up to the level of public knowledge with

research methodology.
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