THE THAI LEGAL SYSTEM AND SINGLE MOTHERHOOD IN THAILAND

Somchai Preechasinlapakun’

Single parenting, particularly single motherhood, has become more
widespread and recognized in Thailand. When the single parent is the mother,
much of the burden rests on women. This article is an attempt to explore how the
Thai legal system deals with and prepares for such situations. The legal system as
related to single mothers can be divided into two categories. The Private Child
Support is a system in which fathers are expected to share the responsibilities
associated with raising the children. The Public Child Support, on the other hand, is
a system in which the state is supposed to intervene and be responsible for taking
care of the children in single mother families. Through exploring the Thai legal
system concerning single mothers, we have found that there are laws providing for
both private and public child support systems including the Family Law, the Social
Security Act and others. In order to garner support from either fathers or the state,
however, single mothers have to overcome various obstacles related to the legal
conditions and procedures associated with claiming their rights. It has also been
found that a number of women do not understand the process or are not capable of
accessing their rights as provided by law. As a result, single mothers have to take on
the burdens of raising their children alone. The Thai laws should be changed to
make more effective single mother parenting possible.
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