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Abstract

Map Ta Phut case illustrates both potential and limitation of litigation in environmental rights movements in
Thailand. Litigation together with other social movement tools could help citizens shift the imbalance of power relations
in decision-making processes. These improvements are small steps, and Thailand still has a long way in establishing the
legal system that the government, judiciary, and bureaucracy embrace the rule of law ideas in their policies and practices.
However, these small steps demonstrate the possibility that Thai citizens could mobilize law to advance social justice.

However, the lawsuit has limitations; it does not guarantee the outcome as much as many people may
expect. Citizens who want to use law to support their movement for social justice must understand both potential and
limitation of litigation.

Keywords: Litigation, Social Movement, Court, Environmental Rights, Rule of Law
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