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Abstract

This academic research aims to study altemative measures instead of incarceration following the outbreak of
the COVID-19 pandemic. It found that the correctional institution is a risk area for COVID-19 pandemic due to overcrowded
area. It affects living conditions and human rights of inmates. The Department of Correction launches preventive policy
regarding pandemic disease by prohibiting visiting of inmates or leaving prisons for temporal employment until medical
protection equipment is provided. However, prisons or correction institutions in Thailand are insufficient in capacity, so
alternative measures to imprisonment should be available for some groups of inmates, such as minor offenders,
offenders who are at risk of contracting the virus, inmates whose cases have not been completed. The alternative
measures can include home detention, parole, and temporary release. This would reduce the problem of congestion in
prisons. It is suggested that the Department of Correction shall support the use of technology for communication. For

instance, inmates should be allowed to call family once a week without payment. Reporting oneself and trial can be
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done via video calling application and conferencing. Detention at home with electronic monitoring can be used. The
government must provide budget and the Department of Correction must have a policy to prepare for the release of
inmates after health screening, providing essential information and knowledge about virus infectious disease with clear
explanation. There must be a close cooperation with the Ministry of Health and the Department of Disease Control.

Keywords: Alternative Measure, Incarceration, Justice Process, COVID-19
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