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Abstract

“City” is a connection between the Global capitalism and the destination of low-income workers domestically
and internationally. They may be registered or unregistered, but being in search of the better opportunities. The global
capitalism, in the meanwhile, seeks it profit in the city. This comes to the point that how people’s quality of life will be
returned to the city and how city dwellers can achieve the right to the city. The state has jurisdiction over the city as well
as people. The state makes use of legal status and civil registration as the tools to categorize people into Thai citizen,
workers from neighboring countries, stateless persons and undocumented migrants. People’s right to city reflects the
state’s power and capability to manage a variety of people groups. This is particularly mentioned to workers from
neighboring countries and illegal migrants whose right to participation is denied. However, for urban dwellers, their right
to city has contributed to an invention of urban citizenship. This implies that the relevant existing laws should be revised,
especially the Civil Registration Act. Such laws are enforced by the organizations whose fundamental concept firmly
adheres to the national security and centralization.
Keywords: city, right to participation in city, migrant worker, stateless person, civil registration
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