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Abstract

Republic of Korea or South Korea encountered a political violence several times. Gwangju massacre was the
key event in history of South Korea and it became a major political issue in 1980. Demonstrators protested against General
Chun Doo-hwan who brought crackdown to Gwanju. There were many dead, injuries and missing people and it was
marked a political violence in South Korean history. Then, General Chun Doo-hwan became the president of Korea and
he passed legislation on amnesty bill for his government and army. After he stepped down, people called for charge on
violence in Gwangju under his leadership. However, there was a new law called “The Special Act Concerning the May
18 Democratization Movement”. Eventually, General Chun Doo-hwan was brought to hearing and he was sentenced to

death on charge of crackdown in Gwangju.
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This article explored the social phenomenon and social process including hearing on charge of crackdown for
ex-president Chun Doo-hwan. Even though, he passed legislation on amnesty bill for himself, he eventually was
sentenced to death. Studying on this matter was a lesson that reflected a role of leader and the use of violence. In
addition, it could be a good example for Thai society to learn how to punish unrighteous leader.

Keywords: South Korea, Gwanju, Chun Doo-hwan, Coup detat, Assembly demonstrator
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18 Article 13 (THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA)
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1 Article 113 (THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA)

(1) When the Constitutional Court makes a decision of the constitutionality of a law, a decision of
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Justices or more shall be required.
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